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Sin,—] have with surprise and mor-
wen it reported in sevral public
1t | liad withdrawn from the support
iy, on account of his course in rela-
e annexation of Texas. It is not
iw of obtruding my humble opinion
public, nor for the fashionnble pur-
tending my position on the Texas
that | ask the favor of a very small
[ your columng, but for the purpose
ig mysell from the obloquy of the
luled to, and of asserting that it is
i and untrue in every particular.
upon the whig cause as far more im-
than the Texas question, and would
' that cavse triumphant, and Mr.
rled, than to witness the annexation
iited States of all the territory be-
fre and Patagonia. 1 believe the
of annexation, as now presented, to
 party question, brought forward
¥ 10 operate upon the Presidential
ind that it ought not to have the
Mfluence upon the course or action
Eniber of the whig party. Indeed the
aken upon it in this quarter, that those
Port Mr. Clay are unfavorable to the
' nstilntions and opposed to South-
"1, 18 as insulting as it is false, and

EVery true whig.
;.:.T."I of the whig party and its noble
% are worthy of each other, and of
ra':h“'lllmph that awaits them both.
o lf!'r vote for Henry Clay for the
“;’Pdlmn[ any man now living, and
Pl 1all do so in November next,
- Jgiean time he turns Locofoco.—

ould . Pressure of my private busi-
not hesitate to devote the time

: c:ullk{-'wise. 1 have not deserted
2in) %€ In the times of ils adversity,
Wy shall not do so

! "‘tlhi(m

s, lshall will say, if 1 ever join the

0% an honest indignation in the|P%

"% and the election in pursuading | (
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Mr. Hardin olnained the floor, Rewmrkine
that hie had anticipated that no question would
arise to-day upon which a party debnte would
be sprung, he proceeded to say he wished to
examine # few of the arguments of the gen.
Heman from Alabama with reference to Mr,
Polk, When the American people got to

was to be found.  Although Mr. Van Buren
was a used-up man, they had endeavored to
duce o his shoes a man who compared w ith
i was but a pigmy toa ginnt,  What were

wanted the American people to unite in the
election of James K. Polk?  First, let them
try him upon the tarifl question, There had
been no shuflling in his course, the gentleman
said.  Ah! did he acknowledge his friend
“Matty” dad shuffled and equivocated !
Mr. Payne protested against any inference
of the kind, He had said nothing dispeetful of
Mr. Van Buren.
Mr. Hardin continued.
would not expect that you would kill him fir
and kick him afterwards. Butin that Con-
vention Mr. Van Buren had been
and consigned to political disgrace, for the
purpose of finding some new man with whom
the party would be able again to ride into
power and to the spoils of oflice.  What were
Mr. Polk’s views on the tariff?  The gentle-
man endorsed him, and said he was not for
direct taxation, but for expunging from the
taritl every item of protection to American
labor. This might answer his friends in Ala-
bama, but when they remember the votes of
this House, it would astonish every man who
used Polk’s dogmas. You “democrats,” (said
Mr. H.) have a two-thirds majority in this
House, and yet, with all your free trade prin-
ciples, you could not even pass an abstract res-
olution asserting the principles maintained by
My, Polk. “The Globe” said that Mr. Polk
was for restoring the tariff to where it was
found by the whigs in 1842; i. e. to a twenty
per cent. horizontal tarifl, with discriminations,
if any, below that. When the bill to redgce
the tariff had come up at the presenl session
they had killed it by slow degrees ; they had
kept it hanging here until after the Virginia
election, and then they had killed it by a coup
de grace.
But Mr. H. was not to be led ofi" to talk up-
on the tariff question, which had been thus de-
finitelv settled. He would come to talk about
James K. Polk. Let us know (said he) what
i is that he has done? What were Mr.
Polk’s views with reference to the deposite
banks, which were now held up as a mosl ob-
noxious system. Who did it? (asked Mr. H.)

and James K. Polk brought it for-
ward in Congress, and he held in his hand
two or three speeches of Mr. Polk in favor of
this system. Mr. H. read from volume 5th
and from volume 11th Congress debates, from
<neeches of Mr. Polk in defence of the State
bank system, ascribing all the prosperity of
the country to its operations, &c. After your

rty (said Mr. H.) had fnl tired of this sys-
tem, after it had exploded in your hand, you
got up the sub-Treasury system as the pana-
oea which was to relieve the country of a‘ll its
evils. James K. Polk, chaitman o the Com-
mittee of Ways and Means, had brought this
measure furward ; and was it that whlch_ was
going to give him a claim upon the ratitade
of the American people, by whom it m’d most
signally Eondemned? But had Mr. Polk al-
ways been consistent in this? Look at it
said Mr. H) and weep! _Mr. H. read from
one of the speeches, 1o which he had before
referred, an elaborate argument, qompargtwe
of the merits of the lwo sysiems, in oo‘n em-
nation of the sub-Treasury and an nd‘ﬁ'c‘lcy
of the State bank system. And these seh -3 y
led “democratic” gentlemen (and they had as

the whigs;
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know him, they would not know where he |
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funity to slide down the rall, and get ofl from
supporting Mre. Van Buren,
furgeet how in 1841 they had abased the whijigs
for bringing forward Gen, Harrieon, and how
they had chargod the party with giving up
[their prineiples for the suke of an “nemilalde
man!  What had they brooght up James K.
Polk for?  Had any man here of in the na-
tion been for lum ! No; but beenuse he was
an available candidate. Bt there were some
documents upon (e subjeet of availability
to which he wished to eall the particular &t
tention of gentlemen, Me. H. read from an
article in “the Globe" of January 8, 1844, con-
trasting the claims for the Vice Presidency of
Jumes K. Polk and Wm, R. King, (there was
nota man in the U, 8., he said, who at that
time dreamed of Mr. Polk as a candidate for
the Presidency,) the following extracts:

I gentlomen

b Wb[. then, talh of Aie slention m the
eandidate of the pary ™
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[ would not go far into that,

ling for the Vieo Presidency™ was not even it

i be a enndidate for the Viee Presidency —he |

was not ‘available.’  And yer they lk of
electing him President by a triumphant mn-
jority I 1t reminded him of what a delegnie
to that Convention, in speaking of the nomina
tion, had snid to him: “It never did occur o
me that we would have to manufactore n ean-
dilate for the Presidency, and that out of so
small materials”

With reference 10 the Texas question, he
Hod any man

“7. Finally, the political condition of their | come here elected on the Texian question ! No

respective States is another point of prefer-

ence for Mz, King.  Alabama is democratic ; ‘

I'l'vnnm-s(-u is Federal whig. One is helping,

'man had ever thought about it, but Mr. Tyler
had first started this Texas question to bring
[ himsell into favor, if possible, with the Ameri-

by delay, &a.

What now, he asked, were the beautiful
principles of James K. Polk ! He had been
dendly opposed to the subitreasury, and then
for ity e had been in favor of deposite banks,
and then against them; against the ocoupa-
tion of Oregon, but now for ity and utterly
apposed to protection to American industry,
and in favor of bringing down the tagill 10 a
20 per cent, horizontal duty. This party
~went for the pregressive pringiples ol “democ-
raey,” and the man who stood still zot entire-
ly out of their ranks and into the Federal par-
ty. It reminded him of Dominy Dodson’s
black silk stockings, His housekeeper darn.
ed them with white wopl. Every Sunday

% 1tha H" ~ " . 'n m " . A & . i
(the other is injoring, the demoeratic caust.|oqpn people. He was entitled to thethunder of morning he asked for them, until at last there

['T'he red-hot shot of Tennessee are now fired
| into the democratic ship. This may bea mis=
fortune, and not the fault of that former demo-

‘which involves a serious consideration in the

ruled off|selection of a Vice Presidential candidate.”

‘ “In such a contest the democracy has no
compliments to spare to unfortunate States by
'carrying the burden of the public men who
|cannot bring their own State into the demo-
| eratic line.  They want strength, not weak-
ness."

“They want strength, not weakness,” con-
tinved Mr. H. Did not the gentlemen from
Alabama write that sentence in that commu-
nication? If the gentleman denies it not, I
|say he did.

Mr. Payne said no man was to infer any
thing the one way or the other from his silence.

Mr. Hardin. If the gentlemen says it is
| not true, | will take it back.
\ Mr. Payne. I believe so. Ido not know
| whether I wrote it or not. [Laughter.]

Mr. Hardin said he would read another ar-
ticle relative to the claims to the Vice Presi-
dency of Jumes K. Polk, and the gentleman
might have his choice of the two, as to which

"hcﬁmd written. He read from “the Globe”
of January 19, 1844, the following extracts
from a communication in reply to a previous
one in that that paper, with the signature of
“A Tennessee Democral.”

“But why attack Col. King? Why advert
to his earliest legislative history? Does he
feel that the political capital of Gov. Polk is
quite too limited to secure a nomination from
the Republican party, unless he can pull down
the fame of others whose shadow bas fallen
across the path of his posthumous bantling for
the Vice Presidency ! If so, let me warn ‘A
| Tennessee Democrat’ that his disparagement
of Col. King will add nothing to the political
| capital of Goy. Polk.”

“But if he will convince me that there is a
well founded suspicion—a reasonable doubt—
of the personal courage of Col. King,I pro-
nounce him, without hesitation or qualifica-
tion, totally unfit for the office of Vice Presi-
dent of the United States, I care not how
honorable & man may bejif he is a coward he
cannot maintain his honor; and hence it is
such a man is disqualified for the office of Vice
President.

«Now, sir, Col. King has never been insult-
ed day after day ; and above all, he was never
caught roughly by the arm, when escaping
from the Capitol, pulled round and told that
he was the ‘contemptthle tool of a petty tyrant!’
| pledge my head, il he is ever so treated, he
will resent the injury in the proper way.
Will ‘A Tenessee Democrat’ do the same in
regard to Gov. Polk ?

“What are the facts in regard to Gov. Polk
He has been twice repudiated in his own State
by large majorities—defeated by an inexperi-
enced politician! and itis not pretended that
his same would add one particle to the

| the Texas question.  What have you “demo.
erats” been doing 7 (asked Mr. H.)  Why, you
have been trying to take from him his Texas

November next,) we could conviet your party
of petty larceny in stealing away the Texas
| humbug from Mr. Tyler. Bult the peaple can
| see throogh this; they know that the Texas
'question is a hobby on which you expect to
\ ride into power again over all other questions ;
to get again the loaves and fishes,

Give up Van Buren for principle! What
are vour principles?  Yon passed a parcel of
resolutions at Baltimore, for most of which
three-fourths of the whigs in the country
would have voted. Mr. H. read from one of
the resolutions which declares our title to the
whole of Oregon clear and indisputable, and
recommends the immediate oceupation of Ore-
gon and the re-annexation of Texas at the ear-
liest possible moment. Did that mean this
treaty or not ! (asked Mr. H.) Tell us—show
your hands. Present not two faces on this sub-
ject. I ask the gentleman from Alabama does
he go for the treaty ornot!

Mr. Payne explained his meaning when Le
had spoken of the gentleman’s presenting two
faces. Mr. Clay had published a letter, and,
with apparent skill and design, had avoided to
'answer the question. From a cursory glance
of it, any one might suppose he was in favor of
annexation,

Mr. Hardin said he had asked the gentle-
man if the demoeratic party were in favor of
the treaty—in favor of immediate annexation,
and not with reference to Mr. Clay’s principles.
'They were clearly expressed in the letter he
had written.

Mr. Payne said he (Mr. Clay) had never
come up to the question ; he stated nowhere
whether he was in favor of annexation. Mr.
P, here took his his seal.

Mr. Hardin. Now is not that glorious? Is
not that perfectly alter the manner of Van
Buren? He had asked the gentleman wheth.
er the “democratic” party was in favor of the
treaty, and the gentleman in reply said that
M r.CYIay was not for Texas. He knew the gen-
tleman’s party had no princples for the public
eye. Upon this subject he called them to
come forward and tell them what they were
for; let them have no humbugging.

But what other principles did they recom-
mend in this set of resolutions? where was
the thunder about the sub-Treasury which
they had heard for years past? He would ad-
vise the gentleman from Virginia, (M&. Drox-
GooLg,) or some other gentleman, to call up
that and undertake to pass it under the gag.
But what did these gentlemen go for? 'l!]{wy
found that they were opposed to Henry Clay !
Mr. H. refered to the different phases which
the doctrines of the *‘democrate’ party assum-
ed in order to accommodate themselves 1o the

ulair doctrines held in the North, the South
and the West severally. Go to the West, and
they were opposed to any kind of Banks, State

was not a particle of Wack silk left and visible
in them. So with “democratie” principles;
they had from vear to yvear been pa‘chal by

Certainly w'vEUfﬁ_‘_"'»_ State, ﬂl;'? her present men, SUIL LIS [humbog! [ there was such a thing as trying the addition of new doctrines to suit the chan-
¢t | a misfortune which entails a consequence, and | you before a fair jury, (and [ will do that in|ges of popular sentiment, until at last no ves-

tige of what was once called democratic prin-
ciples remained.

Ma. H. having concluded—

Mpr, Hale obtained the floor, but yielded at
the recuest of-—

Mr. Payne, who wished to call attention to
the fact that the gentleman had taken no no-
tice at all of the equivocal sharacter of Mr.
Clay's letter, and had not said whether he
(Mr. C)) would, under any circumstances, go
for the annexation of Texas

He also wished to protest against any in-
ference in regard to what he (Mr. P) might
or might not have written because he had re-
fused to answer. No man had a right to call
upon him with reference to a communication
in the newspapers; il he answered one inter-
rogatory, he might be obliged to answer a
pundred. He chose not to answer, and no
man had the right to infer from it that he was
the author of the communication,

Mr. Hardin wished it distinetly understood
that he had not pretended to speak for Mr.
Clay, because his letter speaks for itsell It
was unnecessasy, therefore, to give his opin-
ion upon this subject, when it was already as
clear as noonday. But let it be remembered
that he (Mr. H.) had asked the gentleman
from Alabama whether Mr. Polk and the
Democratic party were in {avor of immediate
annexation, or of this treaty,and he had not
answered it, and they could not getan ans-
wer from any of the party upon it.  All that
he had said with reference to the communica-
tion in the “Globe™ he had called on the gen-
tleman to deny, but he had not chosen todo it.

Mr. Hale here claimed his right to the floor.

The chairman s1id he could hereafter recog-
nise the right of no man to yield the floor to
another but for explanation.

Mr. Payne was, however, suffered to say, in
reply to Mr. Hardin, that Mr. Polk was in
favor ofznnexation.

Mr. Hardin. lshe in favor of this treaty?
That is question I asked.

Mr. Payne. As 1o the present treaty, I pre-
sume it has never met the eve of Mr. Polk ;
(laughter;) atany rate, it had not been pub-
lished when he (Mr. Polk) wyote his letter, or
he would have spoken about it definitely.
There was no equivocation, no double-tealing
in him.

As Mr. Tyler is now a regular candidate
for the Presidency, it seems to us to be high
time for bis numerous [riends in this state to
hold a convention and nominate an electora
ticket for him. Let him have an electorul
ticket by all means, so that the wopld may see
which is the swiftest terrapin, Tyler or polk.
We will bet upou the speed of the latter, as
we intend to put an occasional hot coal upon
his back.—Fou. Jonrnal.
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